THE FLIGHT TO INDIA
The Baghdad route was of special interest, for Fellowes had
been in command of the detachment that constructed the
original track in 1921, linking up the capital of the Caliphs
with Cairo six hundred miles away. The old track ploughed
by lorry wheels, has been straightened out, and is now well
marked with signs and numbered circles, that are made still
clearer by the laying of an old pipe line. How necessary these
friendly guides become can be understood, when it is realised
that for vast distances the ground is so similar in appearance
that no matter how fast a machine is moving, it always appears
to be in the same place. "Without wireless, the chances of being
found, if forced down in uncharted areas, are as remote as
that of meeting a camel in a New York street.
A sandstorm was reported following hard upon the heels of
the travellers and dogging their tracks ever since they had left
Egypt. In their hurry to avoid it, they had the misfortune to
run into its brother coming from the reverse direction.
Sandstorms in the Near East are the most deadly peril that
can be encountered in an aeroplane. They arrive without
warning and seemingly without purpose. A car or a camel can
be halted, but it is difficult to land an aeroplane under blinding
conditions in which ground and air are indistinguishable. Some-
times it is possible to get high up and above the storm, but often
sand and dust ascend to enormous and unexpected heights, as
was to be experienced later in the Himalayas. Aircraft, in fact,
are not yet able to regard sandstorms with impunity, and the day
when they will be able to do so is still far ahead. Enveloped in a
choking yellow cloud, losing each other at frequent intervals,
going backwards and forwards, flying so low that they almost
touched the track, the three Moths experienced a nightmarish
interlude before they were able to grope their way to the safety
of the next landing-ground at Rutbah Fort.
A six-wheeler transport coach which had brought in its
passengers for dinner on their way to Damascus, was parked
by the side of an ancient Ford car filled to overflowing with
pilgrims from Mecca, their household goods piled high upon
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